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accordingly permitted to guard the temple. Dilly asked that she
be blessed to continue to stay in the presence of the Perumal.
Bhuvaragan then blessed her and said that a litfle distance from
Srimushnam, there was a place known as Pundarikapuram and
asked her to have her bath in the Pundarika saras and do
tapas. Dilly accordingly went to Pundarikapuram,had a bath in
Pundarika saras, did deep penance. God came seated on Garuda
and appeared before her. She then asked that she should become
a beautiful tree which would give shade as well as scent and that
the forest where she prayed should be known after her. God
granted the wish and Dilly became Thillai ghandhara vriksham
and continued to give divine fragrance. The place where she
did tapas came to be known thenceforth as TMllaivanam. The
Perumal who is located in that place came to be known as Thillai
Govindan and Sankara who was dancing near His feet came to
be known as Thillai Natarajan and Umadevi who participated
in the dance against Siva came to be known as Thillai Mahakali
and the sabha where the dance took place came to be known as
Thillai Thiruchitrakutam.
It is also said that Kusa and Lava, the sons of Rama
had a darshan of their father Rama in His pattabhisheka pose
at Thiruchitra kutam. Once upon a time, Kusa and Lava were
ruling Ayodya. They performed an aswam.edayaga. In that yaga,
the horse is let loose and the entire area where it roams without
any obstacle or hindrance or restriction is deemed to be the area
over which the prince who performed the aswameda yaga will
have complete unquestioned suzerainty. It is said that the horse
let loose by Kusa and Lava while performing the aswameda yaga
reached Thillai Thiruchitra kutain. The princes also had their
bath in Pundarika saras and worshipped Govindaraja. They
then prayed to Govindaraja to bless them with a vision of Rama
and Sita in their coronation form. Gcvindaraja conceded their
wish and He appeared before them as Chakravarti Thirumagan
along with Sita and Maruti. In return, it is said that Lava and
Kusa repeated Valmiki's Ramayanam and thus enabled God to
hear His own stoiy through the songs sung by His sons.
Let us now turn to another story. Once upon a time, a rishi
by name Gopralaya muni did severe penance on the top of Mem